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Amendments To the Claims 



Claim 1 (Currently amended): Apparatus for cutting or triitiniing a jstack of sheet 
members: 
a cutting table; 

' i • 

an elongated knife having ai cutting edge extending along an elonjgated citting edge axis; 
a knife supporting frame coimected to said cutting table; ' 

a guide mechanism mounting said knife to said supporting frame for moVement of said knife 

j 

Jfrom a start position wherein said knife is positioned spaced fiomisaid cutting table and 
said stack of sheet members; | 

' i [ 

said guide mechanism bein^ movable on said frame to a first guijde position causing said knife 

to move in a first direction relative to said cutting edge axis whenjmoving from said start 

position to said cut position; ; 

I I ; 

said guide mechanism being movable on said fimne to a second- guide pibsition causing said 

knife to move in a second direction opposite from said fir^t direction when moving from 

said start position to isaid cut positionr; | 

said iguide mechanism comprising a linkage mechanism, wherefaji said liiikage mechanism 


includes an elongated base link, a first link pivotally connlscted toj said base link and said 

j 

knife, and a second Unk pivotally connected to said base Ipk andisaid knife: and 
a linkage power means conpected to said linkage mechanism fcM moving said linkage 


mechanism between jsaid between said first and second gijide nosftions, said linkage 


power means being connected to said base link and said ijipport ^:ame. 


Claims 2-4 (Canceled) j 


Received from < 5152881338 > at 6/3/03 11:16:43 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 


06/03/03 TUE 09:17 FAX 5152S81338 


MCKEE VOORHEES & SEASE 


[gl004 


Claim 5 (Currently amended): Apparatus according to claiih 41 wherein said linkage 
power means comprises an Extensible fluid cylinder. ; ; 

Claim 6 (Canceled) i [ 

Claim 7 (Currently amendeil); Apparatus according to 41 wljerein sEud base link, 

i .' ! • 

said first and second links, and said knife combine to form a paE^elogrsim, 

Claim 8 (Previously amended): Apparatus according to claija 7 whdrein said mechanism 
comprises at least one guide track attached to said firame, said m^hanisiji having a track 
follower guided within saidj guide track for guided movement therein duHng movement of said 
linkage mechanism between said first and second guide positions. 

j ; 

Claims 9 - 12 (Canceled) \ :\ \ 

' i 

I I 

Claim 13 (Currently amended): Apparatus for trimming or dutting ^ stack of sheet members 
comprising: I ; 

: lit 

a cutting table; "j ; 

a support frame connected to said cutting table and extending upwardly itherefrom; 

i 

a linkage meclianism comprising a base link and first and secorii side links pivotally connected 
to said base link andj extending downwardly therefrom; . • 

i I 

i -i ; 

■ 3 J i 
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an elongated knife holder hdving an elongated knife with a cuttii% edge mounted thereto, and 
being pivotally conneicted to said first and second side linkis, whertby said base link, said 
first and second side links, and said knife holder form a c6[llapsiblfc parallelogram; 

an extensible cylinder connected to said jfraxne and to said knife holder fir moving said knife 
from a start position spaced from said table to a cut position proxijnate said table; 

said base link being movably mounted to said support firame for toovemdnt from a first link 
position wherein said first and second links angle downweirdly at ^ inclined first angle 
when said knife is inisaid start position to a second linlc position vfherein said first and 
second links angle downwardly at an inclined second anglp opposite from said first angle 
when said knife is inisaid start position. i \ 

Claims 14 - 20 (Canceled) : J ^ 

i i i 

Claim 21 (New): Apparatus for cutting or trimming a stack cjf sheet jtnembers comprising: 
a cutting table; 

an elongated knife having a substantially straight cutting edge extending along an elongated 

cutting edge axis; : 
a knife supporting firame connected to said cutting table; 

a guide mechanism having lan attachment to the supporting frani& and mbiuiting said knife to 

t ! 
I 

said supporting framie for movement of said knife from ai^tart position wherein said knife 
is positioned spaced [from said cutting table and said stack of she0t members to a cut 
position wherein said knife moves toward said cutting tatjle and tHms or cuts said stack of 
sheet members; i 
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i ll . ^ . 

the attachnment of the guide mechanism to the supporting firame Jbeing i^ovable on said frame to 
a first guide position bf the guide mechanism for causing siaid knife to move in a first 
direction relative to said cutting edge axis when moving fit)m saidi start position to said 
cut position; and | ; 

the attachment of the guide mechanism to the supporting frame bjeing movable on said frame to 
a second guide position of the guide mechanism for causiijg said Vmfe to move in a 

: i 't 

second direction opposite from said first direction when itioving ftom said start position 
to said cut position. \ j : 



Claim 22 (New): Appajfatos according to claim 21 wherein s^id guide mechaxrism comprises 
a linkage mechanism. 

Claim 23 (New): Apparatus according to claim 22 wherein skid linkkge mechanism includes 
an elongated base link, a fiiist link pivotally connected to said bafee link dnd said knife, and a 
second link pivotally connebted to said base link and said knife-: j 


Claim 24 (New): Appairatus accordinjg to claim 23 and fruth^r comprising a linkage power 

i ! : ^ 

means connected to said liiikage mechanism for moving said linkage mechanism between said 

first and second guide positions. 


Claim 25 (New): Apparatus according to claim 24 wherein j^aid linage power means 
comprises an extensible fltjid cylinder. j 
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Claim 26 (New): Apparatus according to claim 24 wherein 4id linkage power means is 

. ' ' '. 

connected to said base link and said support frame. i 

! ' 

: i I' 

Claim 27 G^lew): Appai^atus according to claim 24 wherein s$id base|link, said first and 
second links, and said knifej combine to form a parallelogram. = 

. .j : 

Claim 28 (New): Apparatus according to claim 27 wherein skid mecjianisni comprises at 

: .if. 

least one guide track attached to said frame, said mechanism haVjjig a trick follower guided 

: ■ I ; 

within said guide track for guided movement therein during movjement df said linkage 
mechanism between said Gist and second guide positions. ; 
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